Brief note on meeting Re Townparks Green Area

Date : June 21, 2010  10am

Location : Skerries Mills

In attendance:  Kevin Halpenny, Tom Hussey (Fingal County Council, FCC) 


                         Mark Clarke, Seamus Casey (Local Residents)

                         Jane Landy (Skerries Community Association, SCA)

Reason for meeting : The meeting came about as a result of contacts by Mark Clarke concerned about the new Green Meadow policy by FCC and specifically its application to the Townparks Green area.  The meeting was facilitated by Jane Landy. 

Mark and Seamus were volunteering their own views as individual residents only, not those of the residents in general because no such representative group yet exists.

The council imperatives were outlined…

· Match reduced resources to demands in upkeep of green areas

· Moratorium on staff recruitment and promotion

· Drive policy initiatives  - green areas, biodiversity, tree plan

The residents highlighted that they were speaking on their own behalf only but believed the following reflected (some of) the general concerns in the area

· Lack of consultation before the change.

· The meadow is unsightly

· It encourages/hides littering

· It encourages youth drinking and other anti-social behaviour

· The play area is much too small and inaccessible

· Children are choosing to play on the roadways or other green areas instead

· A single play area does not reflect the traditional usage of a number of smaller groups playing at different places around the green 

· Because of the mowing policy grass is encroaching on pathways and cut grass is making them slippy.

· More vermin may be encouraged

· Lack of consultation before the change.

Kevin/Tom responded that there had been a leafleting exercise around the area.  The imperatives mentioned above meant that change would have to be made but individual plans could be changed as more was learned from Residents’ concerns.  Initial review already indicated that the verges on all paths should be increased – perhaps doubled. Also the Play areas would be significantly increased and a border would be cut  beside the wall on the northern perimeter of the green.  

Tom suggested that dumping of grass/garden waste was the largest driver of vermin, not the length of grass.   Also the visual aspect should improve significantly from next year on as wildflower sowing and seeding took place. 

Jane Landy suggested that to progress a list of  users needed to be compiled, a means of communication between Residents and Council established and perhaps get a contribution into the July edition of Skerries News.

An initial list of users suggested at the meeting were

-     Multiple small informal groupings from the various communities rather than large organised groups

· Parents

· Children 3-8 (accompanied)

· Children/teens 8-14

· Teens 14-18

· Dog walkers

· Cyclists

· Residents enjoying the visual amenity.

FACEBOOK.ie was suggested as a possible focus for residents’ and council comments/interaction.

A Facebook page has been set-up with the name “Townparks Green”.

A contribution for the Skerries News needs to be drafted.[image: image1.png]



